	
	WYRE PIDDLE WI BOOK LIST – WENDY BERRY (Sub Group Leader)
2021-2024
	

	Title
	Author
	Type
	Average Score (out of 10) 10 high
	Comments
	When Read

	Dawnlands
	Philippa Gregory
	Historical novel Part of trilogy
	7.0/8.5
	The family tree was necessary to follow the third in the saga, although it worked stand-alone.
	December 2024

	The Whalebone Theatre
	Joanna Quinn
	Historical/
coming of age
	9+/9
	Great plot, 3 lovely characters, historical interest in WWII, super story.
	November 2024

	The Gifts
	Liz Hyder
	Magical, historical tale
	7.3/7.1
	Sparked lots of discussion about the role of women/science vs religion. Not many likeable characters.
	October 2024

	Keep Her Secret
	Mark Edwards
	Thriller
	5.0/5.5
	Story seemed far-fetched, hard to believe. However, it was gripping and a page-turner
	September 2024

	None of This is True
	Lisa Jewell
	Psychological thriller.
	6.5/7.5
	Easy read, good story, but weak ending. Lots of questions about what was the truth
	July 2024

	One Good Thing
	Alexander Potter
	Alternative love story
	8.5/7.6
	Enjoyable love story, if rather predictable. Fast read, some learnings
	June 2024

	Silent Patient
	Alex Michaelides
	Psychological drama/murder
	9
	Good story, real thriller. Despite clues, ending not guessed.
	May 2024

	Demon Copperhead
	Barbara Kingsolver
	Youth story set in US
	7.3
	Very long book and difficult to read.
	May 2024

	The House in the Woods
	Mark Dawson
	Murder/mystery
	7.9
	The story was compelling with short chapters. Difficult to find out the murderer.  The product of a prolific writer. 1 of 3
	April 2024

	The Book that First Held Mine
	Maggie O’Farrell
	Relationships of couples and children
	7.5
	The childbirth part of the book was not popular.  The language was wonderful, clever clues and the relationship.
	March 2024

	Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow
	Gabrielle Zevin
	Novel about software writing and the industry
	7
	A marmite book.  The characters were endearing, but the technical aspects and the industry were not liked by all.
	February 2024

	The Lost Bookshop
	Evie Woods
	Mystical story about a former bookshop and the present day
	7.5
	The magical and mystical parts, including the tattoos of words and the tree growing inside were interesting, but not to everyone’s liking.
	January 2024

	The Only Suspect
	Louise Candlish
	Murder mystery – modern
	6
	Set over two decades.  Full of deceit and guessing who the murderer was.
	December 2023

	The Lightkeeper’s Daughters
	Jean Pendziwol
	Family secrets over generations
	8/8.7
	A gripping read.  Very intricate with lots of reveals.  Difficult to follow at times
	November 2023

	Love Untold
	Ruth Jones
	Generations of women
	7/8
	4 generations and their pasts are told, all culminating in a meet up. Switching back and forth a bit confusing.
	Both groups October 2023

	The Woodlanders
	Thomas Hardy
	Country living in the past - classic
	7
	Complex story, full of intrigue. Short story. Strong characters
	Both groups September 2023

	The Guest List
	Lucy Foley
	Murder mystery – whodunit
	3.5
	Mixed reviews. Some found it a little too prescriptive, even though the murderer is not clear until the end.
	August 2023

	Snap
	Belinda Bauer
	Murder mystery
	9.2
	Page turner and fast moving but a check needed on reality.
	July 2023

	The Missing Pieces of Nancy Moon
	Sarah Steele
	Family secrets, past and present
	8.5
	Great read – family secrets, illegitimacy, adoption.  Big surprise at the end.
	June 2023

	The Reading List
	Sarah Nisha Adams
	Indian lives, with a backdrop of a local library
	7.5
	The Indian phrases were difficult for some.  The story was a little predictable, but the element of the reading list was superb
	May 2023

	Lessons in Chemistry
	Bonnie Garmus
	Women’s careers and relationships
	8
	US story of the conflict with women in workplace and relationship.  Super story, sad but fun in parts
	April 2023

	The Paper Palace
	Miranda Cowley Heller
	Close couple relationships and family
	7
	Graphic language.  Some description of sex.  Fantastic language and ending left open.
	March 2023

	The Little Wartime Library
	Kate Thompson
	Womens’ story with WWII theme
	9
	Women working in wartime and issues with acceptance of women in workplace
	February 2023

	The Patchwork Family
	Cathy Bramley
	Simple story about romance and relationships
	5
	A chick flick with little substance.   Very simple writing.
	January 2023

	The Earth Hums in B Flat
	Mari Strachan
	Local story about families and childhood
	8
	A young school girl with an active imagination explores what happened and happens in her village
	December 2022

	Little Wing
	Freya North
	Family story of secrets and loss
	8.5
	Superb story about the Island of Harris and the story of a child
	November 2022

	The Light Between Oceans
	M L Stedman
	Family story
	8
	Tragic story of child loss – emotional and heart breaking
	October 2022

	The People on Platform 5
	Clare Pooley
	Multiple stories linked by trains
	6
	Enjoyable story of people’s lives in suburbia
	July 2022

	The Dickens Boy
	Thomas Keneally
	Based on Dickens family, but a novel
	7
	Mixed views. Historical content. Interesting view of Australian outback
	June 2022

	Still Life
	Sarah Winman
	Travel novel
	10
	Great travel novel, with link to art
	May 2022

	The Catcher in the Rye
	J D Salinger
	Teenage story
	7+
	Plenty of themes for discussion. Some found too difficult a read.
	March 2022

	Farewell My Herring
	L C Tyler
	Crime – with humour
	3.5
	Characters too shallow and story implausible
	February 2022

	The Book Shop
	Penelope Fitzgerald
	Village politics
	7.5
	Lovely language, however some found story too slow
	January 2022

	Rachel’s Holiday
	Marian Keyes
	Drugs & addiction
	6.5
	The story and style was good mix.  Harrowing scenes, some with comedy.
	December 2021

	Dr Dan’s Case book
	Laurie Graham
	Medicine in a rural practice
	8
	Fast read, funny sections. Good story
	November 2021

	Tidelands
	Phillipa Gregory
	Historical rural life
	7.6
	Good story, historical context.
	October 2021

	Miss Benson’s Beetle
	Rachel Joyce
	Travelogue
	8
	Entertaining story.  Unexpected end.
	September 2021

	Testament of Youth
	Vera
	War story
	6
	Difficult style and very long
	August 2021

	The Vanishing Half
	Brit Bennett
	Story about colour and gender
	7
	A good enjoyable challenging story.
	July 2021

	The Beautiful Spy
	Rachel Hore
	Spy story
	6
	The story seemed to drag and lacked excitement
	June 2021

	The Other Daughter
	Caroline Bishop
	Family story
	7.5
	The motivation of the mother was questionable.  Switches from era to era.
	May 2021

	Small Pleasures
	Clare Chambers
	Relationship story
	8
	Excellent story of the era. Inspired by a true event
	April 2021

	The Thursday Murder Club
	Richard Osman
	Murder mystery
	No score recorded.
	Mixed views – either love it or hate it.
	January 2021



